
FAUQUIER COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
JULY 8, 2019 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT – CONFERENCE ROOM 
320 Hospital Hill, Warrenton, Virginia 

 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Donald P. Johnson Jr.  

Vice Chairman David Graham Jr.  
Treasurer Clayton Lescalleet  
Carl Bailey 
John Wright   

 
Absent:   None 
 
Also Present: Parks & Recreation Department Assistant Director Gary Rzepecki, Southern 
Region Superintendent Michael Hanson, James Ivancic (Fauquier Times) 
 
Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mr. Graham moved, Mr. Lescalleet seconded, approval of the agenda.  
 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
 
ACTION ITEMS    
III. A. Consideration of request to purchase water from Germantown Lake  
The purpose of the meeting is to consider a request to purchase 2,940,000 gallons of water from 
Germantown Lake to be pumped from the lake over the course of a few days in August to perform 
a Williams Natural Gas Pipeline hydrostatic pressure test.   
 
The Board discussed the original reason for creation of the water withdrawal policy for 
Germantown Lake which Mr. Bailey stated was specifically intended to allow water withdrawal for 
farmers only during periods of drought and to ensure water levels were kept consistent.   
 
Southern Region Superintendent Hanson informed the Board that current water levels are a few 
inches above normal.   The requested amount of water withdrawal would reduce water levels by 
about an inch and would not harm fish; Staff will monitor how much is pumped out.    
 
Assistant Director Rzepecki noted the requestor is in the process of meeting state requirements 
for the water withdrawal.  A pressure test of pipes will be performed to ensure pipes do not leak 
before the test begins.   
 
Approval of this request is contingent on the following: 

• A guarantee that fish will be protected.   
• The group cannot drop water levels more than 2 inches or withdraw any water if there 

isn’t enough water in the lake. 



• All proceeds from the sale must be earmarked for Crockett Park improvements (i.e. pier, 
bulkhead and boat piers).  Mr. Hanson cautioned that in the past funds were paid to the 
County and then the Department requested the funds be transferred to the Department.  

 
The Board decided to waive Policy L6 since it only addresses water withdrawal during drought 
conditions.  Mr. Rzepecki agreed and recommended addressing policy changes after the process 
plays out because the group may not get through the state process. 
 
 
The Board discussed possible future amendments to Policy L 6 which may include the following: 

• Applicants must comply with all safety regulations.     
• Address the water/lake as a valuable resource so fees earned can be reinvested in 

projects at Crockett Park.   
• Establish a fee withdrawal rate.  The Board would like to negotiate the fee to a 

penny/gallon.   
• Methods/controls to be used to save/protect fish from being sucked out of the lake. 
• Controls are needed for how much water may be withdrawn.  
• No request for water withdrawal will occur if the water level is two (2) feet or more below 

normal.  
• Address all requests (not just during periods of drought) to withdraw water. 

 
Mr. Johnson moved to waive Policy L6 requirements and grant the request provided the 
company complies with all other permitting requirements both at the local and State 
levels, if applicable and providing water levels are sufficient at the time of withdrawal.  
Mr. Graham seconded.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 10:21 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________         ______________________ 
       Donald P. Johnson, Jr. Chairman     Date 
           Parks and Recreation Board 
 


