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limitations, it must meet the required setbacks of 
the zoning district. For properties located in the 
Marshall Code District please contact Zoning (540) 
422-8220 for fence regulations.

Fences may be installed right up to the property 
line, but cannot encroach upon a neighbor’s 
property. Make sure to check for utility and access 
easements on the property before constructing 
a fence. It is recommended to hire a licensed 
surveyor to mark the property boundaries and any 
easements. If you have an HOA make sure you 
check with them before installation. Some HOA’s 
regulate the style or color of fences. 

Are there any restrictions on the type  
of fence?
Fauquier County has regulations on height and 
location of fences. The county does not allow 
barbed wire fences on lots less than 25 acres. 
However, barbed wire strands are permitted to 
enclose storage areas or swimming pools. Barbed 
wire strands can only be used on the top portions 
of a fence, and cannot go below 6 feet from  
ground level.

29 Ashby Street
Suite 310

Warrenton, Virginia 20186
Phone: 540-422-8220

Fax: 540-422-8231

Additional information available online at
www.fauquiercounty.gov

Sheds
& Fences

Have questions 
about sheds or fences?  

Check with Zoning Staff  
at (540) 422-8220.



subject property and closest adjoining parcel to 
the new accessory structure (see diagram A). 

Please keep in mind that only one (1) structure 
may utilize this reduced setback on each side.

If your shed requires a building or zoning permit 
it will not qualify for this reduced setback. 
Contact your HOA (if applicable) before shed 
placement to ensure you remain in compliance 
with your HOA.

Diagram A:

Does my barn qualify for reduced setbacks?
Structures that house livestock or crops are 
qualified as barns by the Fauquier County Zoning 
Ordinance and do not qualify for a reduced 
setback. For additional regulations on barn 
setbacks please refer to the Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6-105.6.

When am I required to get a permit  
for my shed?
Typically if a structure exceeds 256 square feet 
it will require a zoning and building permit. 
In some cases, structures that are less than 256 
square feet may require a building permit as well. 

What should I do if I am unsure about 
permits or setbacks?
It is recommended that prior to placing any 
accessory structures on your property you 
contact Community Development at  
(540) 422-8220 to ensure you will be in 
compliance and that your structure will meet 
setbacks and not require any additional permits.

Fences:
I want to put a fence around my property, 
do I need a permit?
Fauquier County does not require permits for 
fences (excluding barrier fences for pools). 
Fences surrounding pools are regulated by 
building code and do require permits. If you 
have questions regarding pool barriers please 
call our Building Department at (540) 422-8230. 
Developments subject to Code of Development 
approval shall require Zoning Permits for all 
buildings and structures (including fences).

Even though I do not need a permit,  
are there any additional regulations  
for fences?
A fence located within any required front 
yard may be up to 5 feet in height (measured 
from grade to highest point). Fences along the 
side and rear property lines may be up to 7 
feet in height. If a fence exceeds these height 

Setbacks:
Side/Rear Setback Zoning District

25 ft. RA, RR-2, GA & MDP

50 ft. (conventional) 
25 ft. (cluster)

RC

15 ft. (conventional) 
10 ft. (cluster)

V

25 ft. (conventional) 
15 ft. (cluster)

R-1

15 ft. (conventional) 
10 ft. (cluster)

R-2

15 ft. (conventional) 
12 ft. total – min. 5’ per 
side (cluster)

R-3

10 ft. (conventional) 
12 ft. total – min. 5’ per 
side (cluster)

R-4

15 ft. TH

20 ft. side yard buffer 
25 ft. rear yard buffer

C-1, C-2, C-3, CV, I-1, I-2

Side and rear setbacks can be found in the chart 
above. These setbacks will apply to any structure 
that is placed on a property. Fauquier County 
does allow for certain sheds to utilize a reduced 
setback of 5 feet from a side or rear property line.

Sheds:
Does my shed qualify for a reduced setback?
Structures that qualify for the reduced side and 
rear setbacks must be less than 256 square feet in 
size and have an eave height of less than 10 feet. If 
a structure qualifies, it can then be placed no less 
than 5 feet from any side or rear property line. 
The structure must also be a minimum of 10 feet  
to the rear of the principal structures on both the 


