
MINUTES OF 
FAUQUIER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

April 30, 2008 
7:00 P.M.  

2nd Floor Conference Room – Warren Green Building 
10 Hotel Street 

Warrenton, VA  20186 
 
 
 
Members Present: Matthew Smith, Chairman, R. Holder Trumbo, Adrienne Garreau, Peter S. 

Eltringham, William Nace, and Jeffrey Walker 
 
Members Absent: Laurence Mason, Vice-Chairman, Sam Poles, and J. David Cubbage 
  
Guests Present: Paul Russell – VDOT and Peter Schwartz 
 
Staff Present:             Susan Eddy and Stacey Pell 
 

1. Approval of March 26, 2008 Committee Meeting Minutes  
 

ACTION:  
On motion made by Ms. Garreau and seconded by Mr. Trumbo, it was moved to 
approve the March 26, 2008 Committee meeting minutes.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

2. Receive a Brief Update Regarding VDOT and the Budget – Peter Schwartz (Added to 
Agenda) 
 
The Six-Year Improvement Plan is still in process.  The funds available are dwindling down 
due to maintenance budgets which includes bridgework as well as road maintenance. Also, 
increasing costs for asphalt means maintenance costs are going up.  Available funds have 
been cut 44% for construction for Fiscal Year 2009.  
 

3. Regional Transportation Planning – Jeffrey Walker, Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Regional Commission (Item #2) 
 
Jeffrey Walker stated his presentation shows a snapshot of where RRRC is at a regional level 
as well as some upcoming projects. There are five counties and seven towns participating.  
The Town of The Plains is the last chartered town that is not a formal member.  The purpose 
of the Regional Commission is to help reduce burden on local governments.  
 
The purpose of Regional or Planning District Commissions, as setout in the Code of 
Virginia, Section 15.2-4207, is: 
–“...to encourage and facilitate local government cooperation and state-local cooperation 
in addressing on a regional basis problems of greater than local significance. The cooperation 
resulting from this chapter is intended to facilitate the recognition and analysis of regional 
opportunities and take account of regional influences in planning and implementing public 
policies and services. 
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–The [regional commission] shall also promote orderly and efficient development of the 
physical, social and economic elements of the district by planning, and encouraging and 
assisting localities to plan for the future.” 
 
PD16 [George Washington – Fredericksburg area] is the fastest growing with PD9 
[Rappahannock-Rapidan] being second.  Northern Virginia is moving down on the list as 
growth is happening outside of Northern Virginia. 
 
Commuter services were discussed including Park & Ride options and bus services.  Bike 
and pedestrian trails as well as railways were included in the discussion.  There are grants 
available for bike and pedestrian trails.  These grants go through Parks & Recreation. 
 
There will be a presentation on June 25, 2008 at the Regional Commission in Culpeper about 
the Piedmont Rail Coalition initiative.  The proposal is from Amtrak to add a roundtrip route 
from Lynchburg to DC. 
 
RRRC is conducting with UVa a Risk Corridor study coming up with a quantitative means of 
predicting corridor parcels that are at greatest likelihood of development.  This will give 
advance indication of where right-of-way is at risk of being lost, so that the county can take 
steps to safeguard ROW or consider other landuse planning measures. 
 
RRRC was recently notified that the application which was put in for a PD9 freight study has 
been approved.  The multi-modal freight study goes back to the concurrent upward trend for 
demand for passenger rail as well as freight rail.  RRRC has a preliminary scoping meeting 
scheduled with VDOT’s on-call consultant next week.  This study has origins and 
destinations within the region as well as through transit. Rail has great economic 
development value.  The study will include what is being shipped, employers, recipient, and 
quantity. Rail and truck are both included as well. 
 
The Committee asked to be kept abreast of RRRC transportation activities. 
 
Mr. Walker gave a PowerPoint presentation, a hard copy of which is attached to and made 
part of the official minutes. 
 

4. Citizens’ Time 
 
No citizens spoke at this time. 
 

5. Other Items 
 
No other items at this time. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
The next meeting will be held May 28, 2008. 



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 1

Regional Transportation Overview:
Communication, Coordination & Planning

Working Together across PD9

Jeffrey Walker, AICP
Executive Director, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Presentation to the Fauquier Transportation Committee
April 30, 2008



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 2

Overview

• Planning District 9
• 2008-2009 Commission Members
• Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission Role 
• Regional Transportation Planning 
• Opportunities for Participation
• Ongoing/Upcoming Regional Studies & Initiatives
• Q&A
• Future Topics?
• Contact Info



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Planning District 9
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Land Area and 
2007 Estimated Population

Culpeper Fauquier Madison Orange Rapp R-R 
Region

Square 
Miles

381 650 322 342 267 1,962

Population
Estimates-
July 1, ‘07

45,505 66,319 13,828 32,364 7,193 164,210

% Change
’00-’06

32.8% 18.5% 10.4% 25.1% 3.0% 21.8%

Sources: National Assn Counties; UVA Weldon Cooper Center rel. 1/28/2008
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Data Source:  UVA Weldon Cooper Center           Prepared By:  RRRC, Feb 2008
6



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Commission Members

2007-2008 Officers
• Chester W. Stribling, Chair
• Robert Miller, Vice Chair
• James Risner, Treasurer
• Ruth B. Updike, At-Large
• Harry C. Hopkins, Jr., At-Large
• Robert P. Anderson, At-Large

Culpeper County
Sue D. Hansohn
Ruth B. Updike

Fauquier County
Anthony I. Hooper
Chester W. Stribling

Madison County
James L. Arrington
Robert Miller

Orange County 
Teri L. Pace
William Rolfe

Rappahannock County 
Robert P. Anderson
John W. McCarthy

Town of Culpeper
Win Carithers
James Risner

Town of Gordonsville 
Robert Coiner

Town of Madison
William L. Lamar

Town of Orange
Cole Hendrix
Harry C. Hopkins, Jr. 

Town of Remington
Linda L. Conrad

Town of Warrenton
John Albertella
W. Hunt Cheatwood

Town of Washington
John Fox Sullivan



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Regional Commission Role

What is a Regional Commission?

The purpose of Regional or Planning District Commissions, as set out in 
the Code of Virginia, Section 15.2-4207, is:

– “...to encourage and facilitate local government cooperation and state-
local cooperation in addressing on a regional basis problems of greater 
than local significance.  The cooperation resulting from this chapter is 
intended to facilitate the recognition and analysis of regional 
opportunities and take account of regional influences in planning and 
implementing public policies and services.

– The [regional commission] shall also promote orderly and efficient 
development of the physical, social and economic elements of the district 
by planning, and encouraging and assisting localities to plan for the 
future.”



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Regional Transportation
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Primary and Interstate Miles and 
Average 24 Hour Traffic/Mile 

Culpeper Fauquier Madison Orange Rapp R-R 
Region

Length
(Miles)

74.97 126.54 62.67 82.61 57.48 404.27

Avg. 24Hr
Traffic/Mi.
of Route

11,440 19,312 6,121 5,834 3,813

Source:  VDOT (2002)- rel. 4/9/2003
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Traffic Volume

Source:  VDOT Traffic Engineering Division- 2005, Primary and Interstate Routes
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Commuting

Source:  2003 Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Labor Force Survey, UVA Center for Survey Research
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 16

• Rideshare Database:  Car- and Van-pool matching, and start-up assistance
• Guaranteed Ride Home
• Area Park and Ride Lot monitoring, demand assessment 
• Commuter Bus start-up assistance (upcoming FY’09 demonstration project)
• Pending New Freedom- PD9 Mobility Management Program
• Area Transit and Telecommuting information 

RRRC Commuter Services
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Rural Transportation Technical 
Committee
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 24

Committees/Public Participation



Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

PD9 Regional Tran Initiatives
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• Rural Tran Technical Committee- meets first Wed every month, 2:00pm
• Regional Long-Range Transportation Plan- currently in Phase II
• RRRC Commuter Services (www.rrcommute.org)
• Warrenton Commuter Bus demonstration grant- pending FY’09 project
• UVA CRMES Risk Corridors Study- Fauquier completed; remaining PD9 

jurisdictions now underway (www.virginia.edu/crmes/corridorprotection)
• PD9 Multimodal Freight Study- pending FY’09 project
• New Freedom- PD9 Mobility Management Program- pending FY’09 project
• 6/25 RRRC Meeting- Piedmont Rail Coalition presentation by Meredith Richards
• VACO Region 7 Transportation Committee- joint effort between PD9, 16 & VACO

(www.rrregion.org/vaco)
• VDOT Route 29 Corridor Study- pending

http://www.rrcommute.org/
http://www.virginia.edu/crmes/corridorprotection
http://www.rrregion.org/vaco


Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

RRRC Rural Transportation
Technical Committee Webpage

http://www.rrregion.org/longrangeplan
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Questions & Answers
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Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Contact Info

Jeffrey Walker, AICP
Executive Director
Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (PD9)
420 Southridge Parkway, S.106
Culpeper, VA  22701
(540) 829-7450 phone   (540) 829-7452 fax
jpwalker@rrregion.org
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