
MINUTES OF 
FAUQUIER COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

FEBRUARY 4, 2021 
 

 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting  

2:00 p.m.  
Warren Green Building, First Floor Meeting Room 

10 Hotel Street 
Warrenton, Virginia 

 

 
The Fauquier County Board of Zoning Appeals held its regularly scheduled meeting on 
Thursday, February 4, 2021, beginning at 2:00 p.m. in the Warren Green Building, First Floor 
Meeting Room, 10 Hotel Street, Warrenton, Virginia. Members present were Mr. John 
Meadows, Chairperson; Mrs. Mary North Cooper; Mr. Benjamin Tissue, Jr.; and Mr. 
Lawrence G. McDade. Member absent was Mr. Maximilian Tufts, Jr., Vice-Chairperson. 
 
Also present were Mr. Adam Shellenberger, Chief of Planning; Ms. Heather Jenkins, 
Assistant Chief of Zoning/Development Services; Ms. Mary Catherine Anderson, Deputy 
County Attorney; Mrs. Meredith Meixner, Planning Associate; and Mrs. Maureen 
Williamson, Administrative Associate.   
 
Staff participating remotely included Ms. Lauren Runyan, Planner.  
          
 
LETTERS OF NOTIFICATION AND PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
Mr. Shellenberger read the public hearing protocol. 
 
Mr. Shellenberger stated that, to the best of his knowledge, the cases before the Board of 
Zoning Appeals for public hearing have been properly advertised, posted and letters of 
notification sent to adjoining property owners. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
On motion made by Mr. Tissue and seconded by Mr. McDade, it was moved to approve the 
January 7, 2021 minutes. 
 
The motion carried 4 – 0, as follows: 
 
AYES:                Mr. Meadows, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. McDade, Mr. Tissue  
 
NAYS:                None  
 
ABSTENTION:  None  
 
ABSENT:           Mr. Tufts 
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REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
SPECIAL PERMIT – SPPT-20-014265 – THE DOMINICAN NUNS 
(OWNER)/POTESTA & ASSOCIATES, INC. (APPLICANT) – ST. DOMINIC’S 
MONASTERY – An application to amend a previously approved Category 6 Special Permit 
(#51317) to allow the expansion of an existing place of worship, PIN 6001-79-5633-000, 
located at 2636 Monastery Road, Marshall District, Linden, Virginia. (Lauren Runyan, Staff) 
 
Ms. Runyan reviewed the staff report. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Meadows opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Joe Knechtel, representative participating via phone, expressed agreement with the staff 
report and reviewed the proposal. Mr. Knechtel stated that the additions would not bring in 
more congregants, but would alleviate issues they have for current capacity of the facility (i.e., 
overflow of the current chapel during funerals).   
 
Mr. Jim O’Brien, representative participating via phone, clarified that there would be no 
change related to the guest rooms, which are used when parents of the nuns visit and stay 
overnight. 
 
Mr. Greg Granitto, representative participating via phone, stated that the additions will not 
change the use of the facility, but will help to complete the monastery.  
 
In that there were no further speakers, Mr. Meadows closed the public hearing. 
 
After discussion, on motion made by Mrs. Cooper and seconded by Mr. Tissue, it was moved 
to grant the Special Permit, after due notice and hearing, as required by Code of Virginia 
§15.2-2204 and Section 5-009 of the Fauquier County Zoning Ordinance, based upon the 
following Board findings: 
 

1. The proposed use will not adversely affect the use or development of neighboring 
properties or will not impair the value of nearby land. 
 

2. The proposed use is in accordance with the applicable zoning district regulations and 
applicable provisions of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 

3. Pedestrian and vehicular traffic generated by the proposed use will not be hazardous or 
conflict with existing patterns in the neighborhood. 
 

4. Adequate utility, drainage, parking, loading and other facilities are provided to serve 
the proposed use. 
 

5. Air quality, surface and groundwater quality and quantity will not be degraded or 
depleted by the proposed use to an extent that would hinder or discourage appropriate 
development in nearby areas. 
 

6. The proposed use is consistent with the general standards for Special Permits. 
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The Special Permit is granted subject to the following conditions, safeguards, and restrictions 
upon the proposed uses, as are deemed necessary in the public interest to secure compliance 
with the provisions of this Ordinance: 
 

1. The use shall be in general conformance with the information and drawings submitted 
with the Special Permit application, except as specifically modified by the conditions 
below or necessary to meet Zoning Ordinance requirements. 

 
2. The monastery shall not exceed twenty-four (24) nuns in the residence. 

 
3. All parking and loading areas shall be located outside of all required side and rear 

yards and effectively screened. 
 

4. All applicable zoning, building, land disturbance and Health Department permits shall 
be obtained prior to expansion of the use. 

 
5. A Site Plan Amendment shall be required prior to expansion of the use. 

 
On motion made by Mr. McDade, it was moved to amend Condition #2 of the above motion, 
as follows: 
 

2. The monastery shall not exceed twenty-four (24) nuns individuals in the residence. 
 

In that there was no second, the motion failed. 
 
Thereafter, the original motion carried 4 – 0, as follows: 
 
AYES:                Mr. Meadows, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. McDade, Mr. Tissue  
 
NAYS:                None  
 
ABSTENTION:  None  
 
ABSENT:           Mr. Tufts 
 
 
SPECIAL PERMIT – SPPT-21-014304 – WYATT & HEEJEONG LATIMER 
(OWNERS)/CONSERVATION FORESTS (APPLICANT) – CONSERVATION 
FORESTS SAWMILL – An application to approve a Category 17 Special Permit to allow 
the operation of a sawmill, PIN 6041-89-5220-000, located at 2745 Delaplane Grade Road, 
Marshall District, Delaplane, Virginia. (Lauren Runyan, Staff) 
 
Ms. Runyan reviewed the staff report. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Meadows opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Wyatt Latimer, applicant, indicated that he has a few corrections to the staff report. Mr. 
Latimer stated that the primary focus of his business is commercial hardwood harvesting. He 
further stated that he has been harvesting timber on other local properties, which are managed 
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by his company, since September without comment from his neighbors. Mr. Latimer stated 
that noise is part of agricultural life, but the fact that there have been no complaints from 
neighbors speaks to the care he has taken to reduce any negative impacts of this operation. He 
noted that milling the logs on-site reduces the amount of truck traffic on the roads. His 
customers are primarily local farms and fence board companies. The milling also reduces the 
amount of sawdust since it creates chips which are heavier and can be used for horse bedding. 
He stated that this operation is a small secondary activity to the agricultural use of the 
property and presents only a minimal disturbance to the local community. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the type of trucks entering and exiting the site, the number of 
deliveries per month and the noise decibel level of the proposed sawmill.  
 
Mr. Latimer stated that there will be no semi-trailer trucks entering the property. He noted that 
he anticipates an average of two deliveries per month of harvested lumber, which will arrive 
on a straight chassis truck with a crane similar to those delivering building materials. In 
addition, there will be approximately two outbound gooseneck trailers. Dump trucks will haul 
away waste material generated from the milling activities once per month. He clarified that 
the portable sawmill has not been purchased so he does not know the noise decibel level; 
however, it should be minimal – equivalent to the sound from a zero turn lawnmower. He 
stated that he has requested paperwork from the manufacturer of the sawmill but the company 
has been unable to provide it. Mr. Latimer also noted that he anticipates operating his business 
approximately two days per week. 
 
Mr. Eugene Rae, a neighbor participating via phone, spoke in opposition to approval of the 
request citing concerns about the hours of operation, noise, safety issues related to the impact 
of increased heavy truck traffic, and the negative effect on the environment. 
 
Ms. Margaret Keeley, a neighbor participating via phone, spoke in opposition and expressed 
concern about noise from the operation. Ms. Keeley stated that a decision should be deferred 
until the decibel level of the proposed sawmill can be determined. In addition, Ms. Keeley 
stated that, if approved, she would like to see the truck traffic limited to certain hours. 
 
In that there were no further speakers, Mr. Meadows closed the public hearing. 
 
After discussion, on motion made by Mr. McDade and seconded by Mr. Tissue, it was moved 
to postpone action until the next regularly scheduled meeting, with the public hearing closed.  
 
The motion carried 4 – 0, as follows: 
 
AYES:                Mr. Meadows, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. McDade, Mr. Tissue  
 
NAYS:                None  
 
ABSTENTION:  None  
 
ABSENT:            Mr. Tufts 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

 Ms. Jenkins reviewed the landscaping requirements for Special Permits as set forth in 
the Zoning Ordinance (Section 5-006, General Standards for Special Permit & Special 
Exception Uses). She noted that, if it deems necessary, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
has the ability to place stricter requirements on a proposal as further conditions of 
approval. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
       John R. Meadows, Chairperson                   Fran Williams, Secretary 
 
Copies of all files and materials presented to the BZA are attached to and become part of 
these minutes. A recording of the meeting is on file for one (1) year. 


