
 

 

WSA BOARD / BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING  

September 24, 2019  

MEETING MINUTES  

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 p.m. at the Fauquier County Water and Sanitation 

Authority Conference Room, 7172 Kennedy Road, Warrenton, Virginia.  

 

Board of Supervisors: 

Mary Leigh McDaniel  Vice Chair  

Rick Gerhardt Member 

 

WSA Board: 

Michael J. Focazio Chair 

William Downey Vice Chair  

 

County Staff: 

Katherine Heritage Deputy County Administrator 

Holly Meade Director, Community Development 

 

WSA Staff: 

Benjamin R. Shoemaker Executive Director 

Cheryl St. Amant Associate Executive Director 

Debbie Whitley Finance Director 

Ck Chan Executive Assistant & Clerk to the Board 

 

Guests:  

Hank Day Authority’s Local Counsel  

 

1.       Ms. Heritage called the meeting to order.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda:  

 

Without objection, the agenda was approved as published. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes of April 30, 2019:  

 

Without objection, the minutes of the April 30, 2019 meeting were approved as 

published. 

 

4. Roundtable: 
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(a) Salem Well #3/Marshall Water System  

 

Ms. McDaniel would like an update on the Salem Well #3/Marshall Water System 

matter. Mr. Shoemaker advised that a Resolution is included in the WSA Board 

Package for the meeting to take place later in the day. The Resolution is to authorize 

the abandonment of the modification of the project and to return to the original 

alignment and terminating the infrastructure agreement between the landowner and 

the Authority. He added that the parties had contacted him repeatedly after the 

meeting held earlier in the month, however, there was no sign of any progress moving 

forward with the landowner’s project. 

 

(b) Van Metre Wells 

 

Mr. Gerhardt would like an update and if the wells, when operational, will be 

automatically turned over to WSA or if to exist as private wells. Mr. Shoemaker 

provided details and that Van Metre will not be able to develop without being 

customers of WSA. Mr. Day added that they are proffered to connect to WSA’s 

system. 

 

(c) FCWSA Strategic Plan – Completion of Phase 1 & Embarking on Phase II 

 

Mr. Shoemaker provided an update on WSA’s Strategic Plan and that it will be 

discussed and likely adopted later in the day during the WSA Board meeting. He 

indicated that WSA would transition to a subsequent phase looking at Service 

Districts. Both Messrs. Focazio and Downey asserted that WSA will certainly be 

aligning itself with the County’s Comprehensive Plan and individual Service District 

plans. 

 

Mr. Shoemaker elaborated that as WSA embarks on its long-range planning and 

upgrading of existing facilities and infrastructure, it is imperative to understand what 

the County’s plans are for any updates to the County’s Comprehensive Plan. WSA 

must be prepared and ready to incorporate same into its facility planning. Ms. Meade 

indicated that the Comprehensive Plan sections that will likely be revisited in the near 

future included that of Remington Service District and Warrenton Service District. 

 

Mr. Focazio indicated that with capacity and sustainability key to WSA’s future 

plans, it is important to have an understanding of the County’s direction. Ms. Heritage 

would like to know if WSA is suggesting the allocation of retreat or meeting time for 

such endeavors, in conjunction with the individual meetings of Board of Supervisor 

members and WSA Board members for their Service Districts. Both Messrs. Focazio 

and Downey indicated that they are in favor of such allocation of time for more 

discussion. They added that they will bring forward the matter in the December Board 

meeting and will inform the County on same. Ms. Heritage agreed and will await 

further details from WSA. 
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(d) Update - County Water Exploration at Midland 

 

Ms. Heritage indicated her understanding that Mr. McCulla intends to bring in the 

groundwater consultant to the County’s Work Session in October to update the 

Board. She added that WSA will be invited to same.  

 

(e) Update - Midland PER 

 

In response to Mr. Gerhardt, Mr. Shoemaker provided an update on the matter and 

that WSA had just picked up the signed agreement from the County. He added that 

the plan is to meet with County staff to ascertain the projected development and 

develop capacity needs. Mr. Shoemaker indicated that he may have a draft ready for 

the December meeting. Ms. Heritage added that since the County Board of 

Supervisors will meet in October concerning the water exploration, she will update 

Mr. Shoemaker on the matter. 

 

(f) Update - Failing Septic in Rock Springs 

 

Ms. Meade provided details on the data that she had pulled from a previously 

conducted study, which did not differ from what already had been known. Mr. 

Downey indicated that the matter has the potential to be a hot topic item and a 

potential initiative with WSA’s strategic plan. He stressed that per County’s 

Comprehensive Plan, this area is designated for water only, however, it is part of the 

Service District. He reiterated that it will need an amendment at the County level if 

ever to be included for sewer service.  

 

(g) Update - County’s Groundwater Protection and Monitoring with Emery & Garrett 

 

Mr. Shoemaker updated the Committee on his meeting with Mr. Emery earlier in the 

month, discussion on coordination with the monitoring of existing wells, and possible 

plan of action in the latter part of winter, so as not to disrupt service.  

 

(1) Update - New Baltimore Advisory (7-11 Gas Station – Route 29) 

 

Ms. St. Amant provided details on the matter and that DEQ confirmed a leak of gasoline 

in the underground storage tanks at 7-11 and the fuel migrated underground and found 

an entryway into the sewer system. She provided details on the remedial action taken 

by the Fire Department and DEQ.  WSA staff members provided the necessary support 

as instructed by the Fire Department and DEQ. She confirmed WSA customers were 

not affected by the situation, although the pumping station at Riley Road was shut off 

and later intermittently opened. Mr. Shoemaker provided details of the specialized 

waste hauler and how the situation was managed without any incident of overflowing. 
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While DEQ pollution response staff took over managing the situation, WSA will 

continue monitoring the situation and will clean the lines, as necessary.  

 

5. Next Meeting: 

  

Ms. Heritage indicated that the next meeting is tentatively set on December 10, 2019 at 

noon. 

 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
 

 


