
Hello teachers and Happy New Year! 
My name is Kelsi Steele, and I am the new Conservation
Education Specialist here at JMSWCD! I graduated from
Christopher Newport University in 2019 with a degree in
Environmental Biology. I previously worked at the VA Living
Museum in Newport News as a Programming  Intern helping
to develop and execute public education events. For the last
three years, I have been a substitute teacher in Fauquier
County taking on many long-term science positions. I am
passionate about environmental education and my goal is to
be part of the education of younger generations to show why
their actions are so important to the future of our world. I
am so excited to see how this position will provide
opportunities for me to impact the education of our
community and to bring about better conditions for our
environment.

HELLO FROM THE NEW EDUCATION SPECIALIST!
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If you are not familiar with soil and water conservation
districts, and more specifically John Marshall which serves
Fauquier County, here is a bit of background.

The mission of the John Marshall Soil and Water Conservation
District is to provide leadership, technical assistance, and
education to the people of Fauquier County in proper soil
stewardship and water quality protection to ensure the wise
use of the county’s natural resources.

We offer a range of programs for school education including
conservation capsules, watershed tours/lessons, water quality
monitoring, and other in person activities. We also assist the
community with agricultural and residential programs to
install Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent or reduce
the amount of pollution entering our local water sources. 

John Marshall Soil & Water Conservation District

WHO ARE WE?

John Marshall Soil & Water 
Conservation District

98 Alexandria Pike, Suite 33
Warrenton, VA 20186

Conservation Education Specialist:
 Kelsi Steele

(540) 422-8497
kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov

I started at the end of November, and am looking forward to working with you, your students,
and our community. If you have questions about current programs and/or suggestions for future
programming, please reach out! I'd love to chat with you and create something new!
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The Enviroscape is an interactive table top
model used to demonstrate soil erosion,
watersheds, land use, and pollution.  Different
“pollutants” - soil, pesticides, fertilizers, etc. -
are spread on the model and then a simulated
rainfall event demonstrates what happens to
these pollutants when it rains. 

CONSERVATION CAPSULES

 ENVIROSCAPE MODEL

Education resource spotlights

Our conservation capsules are a great way to have an additional lesson plan on hand to add
to your week when it fits best for you. These tubs come with a lesson plan and resources
guaranteed to get your students up and moving with a hands-on activity! We currently have
two capsules available, Food Webs (3rd and 4th grades) and Regions of Virginia (4th grade),
but they can be used by any level.
Have suggestions for other conservation capsules you'd like to see or use in the future? Let us
know!

The Enviroscape model can be used for soil erosion (3rd grade), watersheds and water
resources (4th grade), and ecosystems, watersheds, and stream processes (6th grade). It can
also be used for other grades as well to cover other topics or to provide a review prior to SOL
testing.  This activity takes between 30 and 60 minutes to complete, depending on the
specific topics that students are studying as well as available class time.  The model is a great
visual representation of rainfall transporting pollutants through a watershed.

Contact Kelsi Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov or 540-422-8497 to reserve a
conservation capsule, schedule an Enviroscape presentation, or get more information

on other programming for your classroom!
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Ages 13-16, you must be in good
academic standing and show an
interest in natural resources

June 19-23, 2023

Holiday Lake 4-H Education Center,
Appomattox-Buckingham State
Forest, Virginia

Outdoor, hands-on experiences
taught by natural resource
professionals.
Topics include (& not limited not):
forest management, mapping,
environmental protection, species
identification.

Who Can Attend? 

When?

Where? 

What to Expect: 

Visit https://dof.virginia.gov/education-
and-recreation/youth-education/camp-
woods-wildlife/ for more information.

YOUTH CONSERVATION
CAMP

CAMP WOODS AND
WILDLIFE

Summer Camps

Anyone currently in grades 9-12       
 (2 students from Fauquier are
guaranteed a spot, more may be
accepted based on availability)

July 2023 (Dates TBA in January)

Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia

A week of learning about Virginia’s
natural resources from conservation
professionals and faculty from
Virginia Tech. Most of the instruction
is hands-on and outdoors. 
Topics include (& not limited to):
soils, water quality, forestry, wildlife,
and agricultural best management
practices.

Who Can Attend? 

When?

Where? 

What to Expect: 

Visit https://vaswcd.org/conservation-
camp for more information.

The Teacher’s Conservation Corner is a publication of the John Marshall Soil & Water Conservation District. All programs and
services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, disability,

political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status.

Do you have a student who shows a strong interest in environmental education? Consider talking
to them about one of our summer camps! For more information, check out the websites listed

below or contact Kelsi Steele at 540-422-8497 or kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov.
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WHO: JMSWCD and Goose Creek Association

WHAT: Planting trees to help protect our watersheds and fulfill grade-level
Meaningful Watershed Education Experience (MWEE) requirements 

WHERE: Local Farms around Fauquier County (inquire for exact locations) 

WHY: To create an opportunity for a MWEE for your science classes. Students
will be sorted into small groups to learn how planting trees helps stabilize stream
banks and help our watershed water quality. We will also have stations for groups
to learn about water quality through hands-on activities. We provide watershed
and environmental activities for you based on your grade level standards and we
can also work with you to customize the stations to fit your teaching needs. 

WHEN: March-April 2023 and Fall 2023 

Contact Kelsi Steele, kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov and Leah Chaldares,
leah@goosecreek.org to express interest and learn more!

additional information
Scholarship Opportunity for

Graduating Seniors!
The  VASWCD  Educational  Foundation  scholarship  program
promotes   the   education   of   Virginia   citizens   in   technical

Tree Planting Opportunities!

fields with a natural resource conservation and environmental protection
emphasis. The program provides financial support to students majoring in or
showing a strong desire to major in a course curriculum related to natural resource
conservation and/or environmental studies. Annually the Foundation provides
four $1000 statewide scholarships.
Visit https://vaswcd.org/student-scholarships for more information! Application
due to JMSWCD by April 3, 2023.
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The annual Conservation Poster Contest provides kindergarten through twelfth-
grade students an opportunity to convey their thoughts about soil, water and
related natural resource issues through art. It also highlights the educational
outreach efforts of conservation districts and their state conservation associations,
auxiliaries and agencies. The poster contest theme follows the annual NACD
Stewardship theme. For 2023, the theme is "One Water."

additional information

The Teacher’s Conservation Corner is a publication of the John Marshall Soil & Water Conservation District. All programs and
services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, disability,

political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status.

VASWCD Annual Poster Contest - "One Water"

All students K-12 are encouraged to create a poster and
submit the poster to John Marshall SWCD by May 19,
2023. All levels have a hand-drawn category, 7th-12th
grades have an additional category for digital posters.
The contest starts at the District level and winners will be
sent to the state level. To see all rules, resources, and
forms for this year's poster contest visit the VASWCD's
website. This is a great activity to add to an SOL unit
covering water and encouraging thoughtful, artistic
expression of an important topic!

Previous National Poster Contest Winners
Left: 10-12th 1st place, 2018 Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home
Middle: 4th-6th, 2nd place, 2016 We Need Trees
Right: K-1st, 2nd place, 2012 Soil to Spoon
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