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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

After months indoors, spring is the ideal season to get
outdoors and into the fresh air. The start of spring brings
longer days of sunlight and also means that spring break is
just around the corner allowing teachers and students alike
to relax and reset.

Fauquier has many state parks nearby that you can browse
here, as well as Shenandoah National Park. These parks are
great places for all ages to adventure to! Check out these
links for reasons to visit and upcoming events!

» 6 Reasons to Visit Virginia State Parks for Spring Break

» State Park Events for April

EARTH DAY ACTIVITIES

Earth Day is fast approaching on April 22nd, 2023, with
Arbor Day following on April 28th. This year the theme of
Earth Day is "Invest in Our Planet."

For all things Earth Day, check out earthday.org for clean
up events near you, blog posts, ideas on how to participate,
history and more!

For teachers and family who are interested in
incorporating activities and lessons in the classroom and at
home, check out these additional resources -

o Eco-Friendly Lessons for Earth Day and Every Day

e Free Activities for Families and Educators

13 Young Environmentalists Making a Difference

 Litterati - An app for empowering people to create a
cleaner planet by turning information into actionable
insight. Check out this TED talk from the creator about
how it's made a difference!
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https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/eco-friendly-lessons-earth-day-and-every-day
https://www.plt.org/news/earth-day-2022/
https://www.plt.org/story/young-environmentalists-examples/
https://www.litterati.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_kirschner_this_app_makes_it_fun_to_pick_up_litter
https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/blog/top-6-reasons-to-visit-virginia-state-parks-for-spring-break
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/events?park=all&start=04%2F01%2F2023&end=04%2F30%2F2023&type=all
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/find-a-park
mailto:kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov

EDUCATION RESOURCE SPOTLIGHTS

AUGMENTED REALITY
SANDBOX

The Augmented Reality (AR) Sandbox is a
hands-on exhibit that allows users to create
topographic models and investigate watershed
» dynamics. The AR Sandbox provides an
Y opportunity to teach geographic, geologic,
and hydrologic concepts in 3D.

While the AR Sandbox requires some time to
learn how to set up and use, this effort is
rewarded when students get a hands-on view
of how a watershed operates and is impacted
by various ecological and anthropogenic
factors. John Marshall will deliver and set-up
the Sandbox for you, and provide an in-class
demonstration, or show you how to use it so
that you can provide the lesson to your class.

LEAF PACKS

Our Leaf Pack Program involves packing leaves into
mesh bags and placing them in streams for a few =
weeks. During this time, macroinvertebrates will
colonize the newly available habitat (i.e. bags). These
bags will then be brought back to the classroom where
the students will learn to identify and sort the
macroinvertebrates, and discuss local water quality
concerns and how they can assess water quality. This
program works well for classes who are not able to
travel to a stream. The Leaf Pack Project also works " ="
well for after-school Ecology or Environmental Clubs.

» A two week notice is requested for this program.

Contact Kelsi Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov or 540-422-8497 to reserve a
spot for a program or get more information on other programming for your
classroom. Availability for in-person presentations in May! Capsules, sandbox, and
other programs for drop-off are still available for the remainder of the school year.




STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

College Scholarship
Application Deadline: April 3, 2023

The Educational Foundation of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts annually offers four $1,000 scholarships to graduating high
school seniors or college freshmen. The scholarships support studies related to
natural resource conservation.

Visit https://vaswcd.org/student-scholarships for more information! Application

due to JMSWCD by April 3, 2023 at 5:00 PM.

Camp Woods & Wildlife
Nomination Deadline: April 15, 2023

The 2023 Camp Woods & Wildlife will be hosted by the Virginia Department of
Forestry and held at the Holiday Lake 4-H Education Center near Appomattox,
Virginia from June 19-23, 2023. Campers will experience hands-on field-based
learning about natural resources conservation and other environmental fields.
Students interested in participating in this year's camp program must be 13-16
years old and nominated by any adult who knows them well and is not related to
them. Learn more and access the nomination form here.

Youth Conservation Camp
Application Deadline: May 1, 2023

The 2023 Youth Conservation Camp will be held on the Virginia Tech campus in
Blacksburg, Virginia from July 9-15, 2023. This one-week program will focus on
forestry, soil, aquatics, and wildlife to teach students more about the natural world.
Students currently enrolled in grades 9-12 are eligible to apply. The total cost of
camp is $550 which includes: meals, lodging, activities, and transportation during
camp. Students are responsible for obtaining their own means of transportation to
and from Virginia Tech from their homes. Scholarships may be available through
the District, contact Kelsi Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov for more
information. Learn more about the camp and access the application here.
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https://dof.virginia.gov/education-and-recreation/youth-education/camp-woods-wildlife/
https://vaswcd.org/student-scholarships
https://vaswcd.org/conservation-camp/

CLASS ACTIVITY FOR ALL AGES

VASWCD Annual Poster Contest - "One Watéi'"

The annual Conservation Poster Contest provides kindergarten through twelfth-
grade students an opportunity to convey their thoughts about soil, water and
related natural resource issues through art. This contest highlights the educational
outreach efforts of Conservation Districts and their state conservation associations
and agencies. The poster contest theme follows the annual National Association of
Conservation Districts' (NACD) Stewardship Week theme.
This year's contest theme is "One Water." All K-12
students are encouraged to create and submit a poster to
John Marshall SWCD by May 19, 2023. All levels have a
hand-drawn category, 7th-12th grades have an additional
category for digital posters.

The contest starts at the District level and winners will be
sent to the State. To see all rules, resources, and forms for
this year's poster contest visit the VASWCD's website.
This contest is a great activity to add to an SOL unit that
discusses water and its' importance to the environment
and encourage thoughtful, artistic expression of an
Important topic!

Prev1ous National Poster Contest Winners

ol Ay Left: 10-12th 1st place, 2018 Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home
aud ,./ Middle: 4th-6th, 2nd place, 2016 We Need Trees
- Right: K-1Ist, 2nd place, 2012 Soil to Spoon
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