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“There is something so special in the early leaves drifting
from the trees - as if we are to be allowed a chance to peel,
to refresh, to start again.” -Ruth Ahmed

If you are new to Fauquier County Public or Private Schools -
welcome we are excited to meet you!

The John Marshall Soil and Water Conservation District which
serves Fauquier County, offers a range of FREE programs for
school education including conservation capsules, watershed
tours/lessons, water quality monitoring, and other in person
activities. We also assist the community with agricultural and
residential programs to install Best Management Practices
(BMPs) to prevent or reduce the amount of pollution entering
our local water sources.

Our mission at John Marshall SWCD is to provide leadership,
technical assistance, and education to the people of Fauquier
County in proper soil stewardship and water quality
protection to ensure the wise use of the county’s natural
resources.

From watershed lessons with the Enviroscape or
macroinvertebrate investigations, to topography with our AR
Sandbox, soil tubes for soil layers, tree plantings, and more,
there’s something for every grade level! Lessons are not grade
specific and can be adjusted to fit any grade level. Don’t see
something that interests you or meets your class needs? Let
me know! | am here to assist in creating activities and lessons
that are fun, engaging, and best suited to you and your
students.

To see available lessons and more information on some of the
activities offered both through our District and the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, visit the
Conservation Education Programs tab on our website. There
you will find popular classroom programs, camps,
scholarships, and more!

John Marshall Soil & Water
Conservation District

98 Alexandria Pike, Suite 33
Warrenton, VA 20186

www.johnmarshallswcd.com

Conservation Education Specialist:
Kelsi Steele
(540) 422-8497
kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov
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THANK A FARMER ACTIVITY

With the Thanksgiving holiday around the corner, it’s a great time to think about what
makes our county special and unique and acknowledge the hard work of our community

members.

Fauquier County recently hosted it’s Fall Farm Tour where eleven farms opened their
properties to the community for them to explore their farms and show off their farming
techniques. Fauquier is special in the amount of farming operations we have and this fall,
John Marshall SWCD is looking to thank our farmers for their contribution to our
community with your class’ help!

Do you need a fun filler, bell ringer, or busy work activity? Consider having your class fill
out a “Thank you farmers for..” page! Students are encouraged to color and draw their own
pictures on either side of the letter! To print copies of the activity, follow the link here.

Completed the activity and ready to have them sent to local Fauquier farmers? Contact
Kelsi Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov to arrange a pick-up time or drop them off
at or mail them to the JMSWCD Office at 98 Alexandria Pike, Suite 33, Warrenton, VA
20186.

TRHANK YOU FARMERS FOR:.

From:
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EDUCATION RESOURCES

Life on a Farm - Primary Lesson

Calling all elementary teachers interested in incorporating agriculture into your classroom through
fun and engaging activities! California’s Agriculture in the Classroom organization has created a Life
on a Farm Unit that covers five days with lessons for circle time, literacy, math, and science/social
studies/art. Find the lesson here!

e Day 1: All Kinds of Farms - What are some different types of farms?
e Day 2: Animals on the Farm - What do farm animals produce?

e Day 3: Crops on the Farm - How do different crops grow?

e Day 4: Machines on the Farm - How do machines help on the farm?
e Day 5: Thank You Farmers - How do farmers help our community?

Journey 2050 - Secondary Activity

The year 2050 is a key moment in time - the world’s population will be a projected 10 billion. As a
result, food production needs are expected to rise by 60-70% and changing agronomic conditions will
place pressure on agricultural yields.

Journey 2050 is a FREE agriculture education program that challenges participants to answer the
question, “How will we sustainably feed nearly 10 billion people by the year 20507?”

This virtual program encourages students to make decisions and adjust them as they see their impact
on society, the environment, and the economy at a local and global scale. Students will hear from
farmers across the globe, learning about their experiences to understand how agriculture differs
across the globe.

It is imperative that everyone understands how our present-day decisions impact our future lives and
to showcase the importance of agriculture. There are thousands of opportunities, a constant stream
of new innovations and a network of people who will help us feed the world by 2050.

Are you up for the challenge? Find more information about Journey 2050 HERE.

Virginia Ag in the Classroom - All Grades

Virginia Ag in the Classroom is a wonderful resource for any teachers looking for new, quick activities,
labs, or crafts to incorporate into a lesson. From preschool to elementary and secondary, there’s
something for everyone. Subjects include nature explorers, germination, scientific investigation, life
cycles, pollination, and so much more!

For a list of Lesson Plans by Subject, check out the link HERE. Click on the subject of interest and the
PDF provides all the plans. Featured Units on animals, gardens, dairy, crops, and agriculture can also
be found on their website.

Interested in doing an activity from Ag in the Classroom, but looking for assistance? Contact Kelsi
Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov, we would be happy to come to the classroom and run the
activity or assist in the material in any way you need!
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https://cdn.agclassroom.org/ca/resources/earlychild-lifefarm.pdf
https://virginia.agclassroom.org/teachers/lesson_subject/
https://virginia.agclassroom.org/teachers/lesson_featured/
mailto:kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov

HIGH SCHOOL NATURAL
RESOURCES COMPETITION

? Dominion Energy" The Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon is a
team-based natural resources competition for

E NVI ROTHON high school students. Students who participate

learn stewardship and management concepts and
work to solve real-world environmental problems.

Presented by Vlrglnla Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts The OppOFtUﬂity is ﬁeld—oriented, Community_

based, and allows students the chance to work with natural resource professionals.

Throughout the school year students prepare to compete at an area competition in the spring and

test their knowledge in five natural resource subjects: soil, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and a current

environmental issue. Teams can be created through clubs, classes, homeschool groups, 4-H groups,

scouts, etc.

This fall you can learn more by attending hands-on learning/training on Saturday, November 23, 2024

at Graves Mountain Farm and Lodge in Syria, VA. Learn the basic Envirothon topics and skills through

a soil pit, wildlife skull, track, and scat identification, tree and macroinvertebrate identifications, and

hear from professionals about their take on our special topic! Register here to attend.

For more information, go to vaswcd.org/envirothon/ or contact Kelsi Steele at

kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov or 540-422-8497. Resources are available for groups throughout

SAVE THE DATES

the year.

3rd Grade Conservation Farm Field Days

All Fauquier County Public School third graders are invited to attend JMSWCD’s annual Conservation
Farm Field Days! The events will run from 9:30am-1:30pm at local farms. Dates will be announced in
the new year, but will fall between end of March to end of April.

Camp Woods and Wildlife (13-16 year olds)

The Virginia Department of Forestry is hosting their annual Camp Woods and Wildlife at the Holiday
Lake 4-H Education Center in Appomattox, VA from June 16-20, 2025! More information and camp
application will be available in February on the Camp Woods and Wildlife website.

Youth Conservation Camp (current 9th-12th graders)

The Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts will be hosting their annual Youth
Conservation Camp mid July 2025 at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA.
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NACD STEWARDSHIP WEEK

The National Association of Conservation Districts’ 70th Annual Stewardship Week
will celebrate the theme, “Home is Where the Habitat is!”

Stewardship Week serves as a powerful reminder of our personal responsibilities to
safeguard our precious natural resources. The 2025 Stewardship Week will be
celebrated April 27th-May 4th, 2025 and will focus on habitats.

Now available is the first batch of education materials, including a coloring page,
habitat worksheet, presentations, and bundle of conservation themed books, all
designed to share the word about Stewardship Week and habitats. Download these
materials for FREE on the NACD’s Marketplace at nacdnet.org/store.

Annual Poster Contest - “Home is
Where the Habitat is”

The annual Conservation Poster Contest
I/\Iome provides kindergarten through twelfth-grade

\ students an opportunity to convey their
iS Wherethe thoughts about soil, water and related natural

H b tar resource issues through art. This contest
I highlights the educational outreach efforts of

Conservation  Districts and their state
conservation associations and agencies. The
poster contest theme follows the annual

National Association of Conservation Districts'
(NACD) Stewardship Week theme.

All students K-12 are encouraged to create a poster and submit the poster to John
Marshall SWCD by Friday, May 16, 2025. Categories include hand-drawn for K-12th,
digital for 7th-12th, and NEW categories include braille and additional assist.

The contest starts at the District level and winners will be sent to the state level.

All rules, resources, and forms for the 2025 poster contest will be updated on the
VASWCD's website in the new year. This is a great activity to add to an SOL unit
covering the environment and habitats and encouraging thoughtful, artistic
expression of an important topic!
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