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“Science is fun. Science is curiosity. We all have natural curiosity.
Science is a process of investigating. It’s posing questions and
coming up with a method. It’s delving in.” -Sally Ride

Welcome to a new school year! Whether you are new to Fauquier
County public or private schools, a returning teacher that |
haven’t met yet, or a regular participant with District
programming, | am excited to be here to be a resource for you in
all things natural resource education! | am looking forward to
meeting you and working with you and your students throughout
this year.

| think we can all agree that science is the BEST subject! Without
science, we have nothing, and the most impactful way we can
assist students in finding a passion for science and the natural
world is by offering hands-on experiences and activities that
allow them to explore concepts freely and understand the
importance of protecting the spaces around them.

The John Marshall Soil and Water Conservation District, offers
just that! A range of FREE programs for schools. To see available
lessons and more information on some of the activities offered
both through our District and the Virginia Association of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, visit the Conservation Education
Programs tab on our website. There you will find popular
classroom programs, camps, scholarships, and more! Lessons
are not grade specific and can be adjusted to fit any grade level.
Don’t see something that interests you or meets your class
needs? Let me know! | am here to assist in creating activities and
lessons that are fun, engaging, and best suited to you and your
students.

A note for the fall semester - Due to a much needed vacation, required
trainings, and other monthly obligations, | will be unable to provide education
programs for the month of October. If you are looking for programs during this
time, please still reach out! | will connect you with another organization that
may be able to assist or can loan the materials for an activity/presentation or
check out some partner organizations on page 3. If you are interested in
programming starting November or after, please let me know and we can get
you scheduled!

John Marshall Soil & Water
Conservation District

98 Alexandria Pike, Suite 33
Warrenton, VA 20186

www.johnmarshallswcd.com
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JMSWCD ACTIVITIES/RESOURCES

Thank You Farmers Letter

Fauquier County is special in the amount of
farming operations we have and this fall, John
Marshall SWCD is looking to thank our farmers
for their contribution to our community with
your class’ help!

THANK YOJ FARIMERS PORew

Do you need a fun filler, bell ringer, or busy
work activity? Consider having your class fill
out a “Thank you farmers for..” page! Students
are encouraged to color and draw their own
pictures on either side of the letter! To print W L~
copies of the activity, follow the link here. bered LR:C

From:

Completed the activity and ready to have them sent to local Fauquier farmers? Contact Kelsi Steele
at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov to arrange a pick-up time or drop them off at or mail them to
the JMSWCD Office at 98 Alexandria Pike, Suite 33, Warrenton, VA 20186.

If you or a student know a local farmer that you would like to send your class’ letters to, let me
know and we will make sure they get to them.

Education Resources from JMSWCD

JMSWCD provides FREE educational resources to any school, club, or organization in Fauquier
County. Below are some programs that are offered. These programs can be led by JMSWCD or by
youl!

e Conservation Capsules: The capsules come with a lesson plan and resources to conduct a
lesson on the topic. The District has two capsules available.

o Food Webs: Students explore the terms food chains and webs through interactive games
explaining the relationships between animals and plants in food chains.

o Regions of Virginia: Students will learn the different regions of Virginia displayed on a large
canvas map. The students will label the map and determine the agricultural products and
major industries of each region.

e Soil Tubes: Each student will make and take home a Soil Tube showing the soil profile (bedrock,
subsoil, and topsoil). Students will learn about the soil profile, the importance of soil, and how
soil is formed.

e Augmented Reality Sandbox: The Augmented Reality Sandbox projects real-time sand
elevations onto the sand in the box. Students can also create virtual rain events and follow the
water's path through watersheds that they create.

e Enviroscape: Students will use the Enviroscape table top model to learn about the Virginia’s
watersheds, common pollutants found in our waterways, the health of ecosystems, and the
importance of protecting our water resources. The Enviroscape model allows students to create
a storm event to see the effects on a landscape.

For all programs offered by the District, visit our Conservation Education Programs tab on our
website.
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EDUCATION RESOURCES

Classroom Grants for Agriculture Education

Thanks to the generosity of CHS Foundation and CoBank, funding is available to provide 40
classrooms with funding for agricultural literacy projects. These $500 grants are available to prekK-
12th grade teachers who have classroom projects that use agricultural concepts to teach reading,
writing, math, science, social studies, and more.

Eligible projects include classroom and schoolyard gardens, embryology projects, aquaculture

projects, and agricultural literacy reading programs to name a few. Projects need to be completed by

June 1 the following year to allow for submission of a final report by June 30. Only state-certified

classroom teachers employed by a school district or private school teachers are eligible to apply.
APPLY HERE.

Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources Webinars and Professional Development

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) has several learning opportunities coming up
for educators through their Project WILD Online website.

e Join Project WILD and Bat Conservation International (BCl) for a one-hour webinar, Teach About
Bats: An educator webinar featuring bat curriculum for grades 3-8 on Thursday, October 2™ at
3pm. You can register for the webinar at this link.

e Self-paced courses available: WILD About Bats, WILD About Monarchs, Human Dimensions of
Wildlife Conservation, Healthy Connections, Room to Roam.

o Approximately 3-hours to complete. $25.75 per course.
o Learn more HERE.

e Interested in materials from Project WILD, Aquatic WILD, Flying WILD, Climate and Wildlife, or
Growing Up WILD? Let Kelsi Steele know! JMSWCD has all of these available and can assist with
these lessons.

Environmental Education Organizations serving Fauquier County

John Marshall SWCD is always interested in providing environmental education to you and your
school. However, with one educator in our office and 19 schools, | may already be scheduled
elsewhere. We still want to support you and your education, thus our partner environmental
education organizations. They offer fabulous programs to Fauquier and other counties as well. Below
are some organizations, their websites linked at their names, and some of the education topics they
offer.

e Oak Springs Garden Foundation (OSGF) - supporting and inspiring fresh thinking and bold action
on the history and future of plants, including the art and culture of plants, gardens, and
landscapes; educate people of all ages how they can conserve and enjoy nature, why they should
get involved, and the lasting impact their involvement has on the environment.

e Friends of the Rappahannock (FOR) - empowering future advocates and educating for a
sustainable future; education programs that educate and empower individuals to become river
stewards who will care for the Rappahannock for generations.

e Goose Creek Association (GCA) - inquiry-based curriculum built around identification of the
watersheds in the local community and nature walks to nearby streams to learn about the local
watershed, to measure water quality, and to recognize erosion, as well as ways to preserve or
change the condition of a stream or river.
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HIGH SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES

Dominion Energy- The Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon is a
team-based natural resources competition for
ENVIROTHON high school students. Students who participate
learn stewardship and management concepts and
work to solve real-world environmental problems.
Presented byVlrglnlaAssoclatlonomeI&WaterConservatlonDlstrlcts The opportunity is field-oriented, Commumty—
based, and allows students the chance to work with natural resource
professionals.
Throughout the school year students prepare to compete at an area
competition in the spring and test their knowledge in five natural resource
subjects: soil, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and a current environmental issue.
Teams can be created through clubs, classes, homeschool groups, 4-H
groups, scouts, etc.
This fall you can learn more by attending hands-on learning/training on
Saturday, November 22, 2025 at Graves Mountain Farm and Lodge in Syria,
VA. Learn the basic Envirothon topics and skills through a soil pit, wildlife
skull, track, and scat identification, tree and macroinvertebrate
identifications, and hear from professionals about their take on our special
topic! Registration will open October 6th, email Kelsi to be added to the list to
receive registration information for your team!
For more information, go to vaswcd.org/envirothon/ or contact Kelsi Steele at
kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov or 540-422-8497. Resources are available
for groups throughout the year.

Youth Conservation Leadership Institute
Application Deadline: Thursday, October 2nd, 2025

Youth Conservation Leadership Institute (YCLI) is a recognition program for students in 9th-12th
grade that focuses on volunteer service and environmental stewardship. YCLI offers self-motivated
and enthusiastic high school students the opportunity to build leadership skills and connect with
local mentors involved with environmental issues of their interest.

Program participants are required to complete a minimum of 20 hours of community service with a
conservation focus, as well as participate in a book discussion and submit required progress reports
throughout the year. Group meetings will occur virtually with an in-person award and recognition
ceremony at the conclusion of the program in June where participants will have the opportunity to
share their projects and hear from conservation professionals.

Past YCLI projects include: litter clean-up events, developing and installing signage for trails,
education outreach events, native plant and pollinator garden installations, water quality testing,
and more!

Find more information on the program and the application at vaswcd.org/ycli/.

=
=
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NACD POSTER CONTEST

The National Association of Conservation Districts celebrates its 70th Annual
Stewardship theme this year titled, “Home is Where the Habitat is!”

Stewardship Week serves as a powerful reminder of our personal responsibilities to
safeguard our precious natural resources. While Stewardship Week is highlighted in
the spring, we should celebrate our environment and our connection to it every day.

Education materials, including a coloring page, habitat worksheet, presentations,
and bundle of conservation themed books, all designed to share the word about
Stewardship Week and habitats. Download these materials for FREE on the NACD’s
Marketplace at nacdnet.org/store.

Annual Poster Contest - “Home is
Where the Habitat is”

The annual Conservation Poster Contest

O provides kindergarten through twelfth-grade

‘ students an opportunity to convey their
iS V:Ih he thoughts about soil, water and related natural

H resource issues through art. This contest
I iS highlights the educational outreach efforts of

f ©4 Conservation Districts and their state
conservation associations and agencies. The
poster contest theme follows the annual
National Association of Conservation Districts
(NACD) Stewardship Week theme.

All students K-12 are encouraged to create a poster and submit the poster to John
Marshall SWCD by Friday, October 10, 2025. Categories include hand-drawn for K-
12th, digital for 7th-12th, and NEW categories include braille and additional assist.

The contest starts at the District level and winners will be sent to the state level.

All rules, resources, and forms for the 2025 poster contest will be updated on the
VASWCD's website in the new year. This is a great activity to add to an SOL unit
covering the environment and habitats and encouraging thoughtful, artistic
expression of an important topic!
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NOTEWORTRY

This new section of the teacher newsletter will highlight events or programs offered by the District
or partners that may be of interest to teachers.

Septic Assistance Program

The District has been awarded funding from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) to provide cost-share for septic tank pump outs, the connection of failed or failing systems
or other non-complying discharges (i.e., straight pipes, gray water) to public sewer, the repair
and/or replacement of failing onsite sewage systems, and the installation of both conventional and
alternative onsite sewage systems for residential homes in the Upper Goose Creek, Thumb Run,
Carter Run, Great Run, Marsh Run, and Deep Run Watersheds in Fauquier County.

To find out what watershed you live in, visit this link, type in your address, and look for the 12-digit
name of your watershed.

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP)

Do you have areas on your property that have excess water after rainfall, erosion, or lack of
vegetation? You may be eligible for cost-share assistance through the Virginia Conservation
Assistance Program. This program assists homeowners with costs associated with best
management practices that minimize runoff through projects like conservation landscaping,
rainwater harvesting, rain gardens, permeable pavers, and more! Check out the VCAP website for
more information and contact Kelsi Steele at kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov to schedule a site
visit.

Fauquier Fall Farm Tour

Fauquier County’s Department of Agricultural Development is hosting their annual Fall Farm Tour
throughout the county on Saturday, October 4™. Stop by local farms, learn about how the owners
run the farm, and purchase local goods! To learn more about the farms visit their website!

Virginia Department of Forestry’s Looking for Acorn Donations

Hear that? Acorns, black walnuts and chestnuts are now falling across Virginia. Unfortunately, many
of the acorns and nuts quickly filling our yards, sidewalks and parking lots will never grow into
trees, especially those in cities and towns. That’s where you come in.

Bag ‘em! - Place nuts in a paper bag or cardboard box (no plastic bags!)

Tag ‘em! — Mark the bag or box with the date, species (e.g.; black oak) and location (e.g.; Fauquier)
Drop ‘em! - Drop them off at your closest DOF location by Oct. 15. Fauquier County has an office in
Warrenton!

Please keep acorns and nuts separated by species. If you’re not sure of the species, just drop a leaf
from the tree into the bag with the acorns. Your donations help DOF’s tree nurseries grow trees
with varied genetics and obtain species that are hard to find or only grow in certain regions of
Virginia. Read more in their news release.
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