NOVEMBER 2025

Hours of Operation
Remote Sites| Remington
9am-5pm Noon-5pm
Tuesday 7am-3pm | CLOSED
Wednesday 7am-3pm | 10am-3pm
Thursday 9am-5pm | CLOSED
7am-3pm | 10am-3pm
Saturday 7am-3pm | 7am-3pm
7am-3pm | 7am-3pm
— .

"ok

11/03/25 Winter Hours Begins
11/04/25 Election Day- Office Closed
All collection facilities are open.
1/1/25  Veterans Day - Office Closed
All collection facilities are open.
11/15/25 America Recycles Day

11/26/25 County Offices Close at 12:00PM

11/28/25 County Offices Closed

11/15/25 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Y" Dates to Remember

11/01/25 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

11/27/25 Allfacilities & Offices Closed: Happy Thanksgiving

Note from Our Director

We are pleased to welcome Jonathan Cox as our
new Safety and Compliance Officer and David Coram as
our new Recycling Supervisor. We're excited to have
these gentlemen join our team of leaders and look
forward to working with them in their new roles as we
continue to strengthen our operations and community
engagement.

According to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the average American
produces about 4.9 pounds of trash each day, with only
1.6 pounds recycled or composted—a recycling and
composting rate of roughly 321%. That means a
significant amount of waste still ends up in landfills or
incinerators nationwide.

Here in Fauquier County, our latest recycling rate is just
under 30%, slightly below the national average but well
above the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality’s required 25%. We're working hard to increase
that number by attending community events, offering
tours of our recycling facility, and listening to
suggestions from our residents on how we can improve.
If you'd like to learn more about our recycling program or
share your ideas, please reach out to one of our
Recycling Specialists, Rebecca Scogin or Elizabeth
Renaud.

To put things into perspective, 4.9 pounds of trash per
day adds up to over 1,700 pounds of waste per person
each year—that's more than 292 million tons of
municipal solid waste generated across the US.
annually.

Together, we can make a difference. Let's all do our
part to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle whenever possible to
help protect our environment and community for future
generations. 1



Celebrate America Recycles Day!

Every year on November 15th, communities across the country —

including right here in Fauquier County — join together to celebrate

Did You Know? Americg Recycles Day, .the only Qotionally recognized da.y dedicated to
promoting and advancing recycling efforts across the United States.

This day, established by Keep America Beautiful, encourages

everyone to take a closer look at what and how they recycle, and to

* Pizza boxes can be commit to making small, lasting changes that protect our environment.

recycled if they are free of  Recycling is more than just tossing bottles and cans into a bin — it's

grease and food residue. about conserving resources, reducing waste, and supporting a more
e Household batteries are sustainable future.

collected at Corral Farm
and our remote collection
sites — always tape the
terminals with clear tape
before recycling.

e Clean and dry plastic
bags, zip lock bags,

Recycling plays an important role in:
e Saving energy: Recycling materials like aluminum and paper uses
far less energy than producing them from raw materials.
e Protecting the environment: Every item recycled means fewer
materials end up in landfills or polluting waterways.

bubble wrap and film can e Supporting the economy: The US. recycling industry creates
be recycled at hundreds of thousands of jobs and contributes billions to the
designated bins at all our economy.
facilities — never place e Building community: Recycling helps everyone do their part for a
them in curbside bins. cleaner, greener Fauquier County.

e Recycling just one
aluminum  can  saves Wondering how you can participate?
enough energy to run a Make sure your recyclables are empty, clean and dry before placing

TV for three hours!

them in the bin.

Avoid “wish-cycling” - if you're not sure if something is recyclable
check the County’s Accepted Materials on our website, ask our
attendants or call 540-422-8840.

Recycle beyond the bin - drop off electronics, batteries, scrap metal
and more at the Corral Farm facility or other approved collection
sites.

Take the #IWillRecycle pledge at AmericaRecyclesDay.org and
encourage friends and family to join you!

Together, we can make a difference — one bottle, one can, and one
commitment at a time.

Let's celebrate America Recycles Day by making every day a
recycling day in Fauquier County!
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Gobble gobble! Hey there, friends! It's me, Tom the
Turkey — and first off, | just want to say.. thanks for not
inviting me to dinner this year! Phew! | made it through
another Thanksgiving!

But now that your bellies are full and your fryers are
cooling down, we need to talk about something really
important: what to do with all that leftover cooking oil?

| know, | know — you're stuffed, tired, and probably
still dreaming of pie. But before you pour that oil
anywhere... STOP! @

Here's the deal:

Proper Disposal of Cooking Oil
After Thanksgiving

Deep frying a turkey has become a favorite Thanksgiving tradition for many
Fauquier County residents. But once the feast is over, a common question arises —
what should you do with all that leftover cooking oil?

It's important to remember that cooking oil is not recyclable and should never be
poured into used motor oil collection tanks. Mixing the two can cause contamination
and disposal issues, as Environmental Services does not currently have an outlet for
recycling used cooking oil.

Additionally, free liquids should not be placed in household trash, as they can leak
and cause problems during transport and processing.

To safely dispose of cooking oil
e Allow the oil to cool completely.
e Mix it with plain kitty litter, sawdust, or another absorbent material until the oil is
fully absorbed.
e Once solidified, the mixture may be safely placed in your household trash.

By following these simple steps, residents can help protect the environment and

ensure the proper handling of holiday waste.
3



= Thanksgiving Recycling FAQs
Gobble up the feast — recycle the rest!

i» Canlrecycle aluminum foil and pie pans?
Yes — if they're clean! Wipe or rinse off food or grease first.
®© Foil covered in stuffing or pie filling belongs in the trash.
What about empty cooking oil bottles?
Plastic bottles labeled #1, #2, or #5 can be recycled once empty and drained.
I Do not recycle the oil itself. Let it cool, seal it in a container, and place it in the trash.
Are paper plates and napkins recyclable?
®© No. Once they've soaked up gravy or cranberry sauce, they can't be recycled.
Compost plain, uncoated ones if possible- coated plates go in the trash.
¥ Can I recycle all those shipping boxes?
Yes! Flatten and recycle clean cardboard boxes.
Remove packing materials.
Plastic film, bubble wrap, and air pillows? Recycle them separately in our plastic bag bins at
all county sites.
Bring them to the plastic bag recycling bins at any county facility.
© Never put recyclables inside plastic bags — they jam the sorting machines!
Always remove recyclables from plastic bags before placing them in containers.
Z What about cans and bottles?
Always remove recyclables from plastic bags before placing them in containers.
Metal cans: Rinse and recycle — labels can stay on.
Glass bottles/jars: Rinse, remove lids, and recycle by color (clear, brown, or green).
“ Can Styrofoam be recycled?
Yes! We can take white Styrofoam only - must be clean.
% How can | reduce waste this Thanksgiving?
Use reusable dishes and utensils.
Compost veggie scraps.
Freeze leftovers instead of tossing them.
Donate unopened food to local pantries.
Decorate with pinecones, pumpkins, and fall leaves.
Bonus Tip:
Make recycling a family tradition!
After dinner, have everyone help sort recyclables and drop them off together. It only takes a few
extra minutes and teaches kids that small steps make a big difference.
¥ Be Thankful. Be Thoughtful. Be Recyclable!
Clean recyclables, the correct container, and no plastic bags — that’s the recipe for a greener,
happier Thanksgiving in Fauquier County!



Creative Reuse Corner: Holiday Craft Edition

The holiday season is the perfect time to get crafty — and it's also a great opportunity to give new life
to items you might otherwise toss. This month, we're focusing on holiday craft reuse, turning everyday
household materials into festive decorations!

Ornaments: Use cardboard, scrap paper, or old magazines to cut out shapes and create
colorful ornaments for your tree. Add a string or ribbon for hanging. (Source: Pillar Box
Blue.com)

Gift Tags: Save old cards or cereal boxes, cut them into fun shapes, and decorate with
markers or stamps. Personalize each tag for a charming, eco-friendly touch. (Source: The
Tarnished Jewel Blog)

Wreaths: Gather scrap paper, cardboard, or even fabric scraps to make a holiday wreath.
Twist, glue, or weave materials together for a unique look. (Source: Our Happy Tribe.net)

Recycled-Paper Garland

Create a festive garland using leftover paper! Cut the paper into strips or shapes, then loop
and glue them together to form a chain. Hang it across a mantel, window, or tree for a
cheerful, sustainable sparkle. (Source: Our Happy Tribe.net)

i» Why It Matters

Crafting with recycled materials reduces waste, saves resources, and teaches kids (and
adults!) the joy of reusing. It's also a fun family activity that adds a personal, homemade
touch to your holiday décor.

This season, give your trash a second chance — and watch your creativity shine!

(Source: Pillar Box Blue.com)
Many wonderful and
fun ideas ideas
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¥\ Battery Safety Reminder

A minor fire recently occurred when a bug zapper sparked because it was
disposed of with a battery still inside. Electronics with batteries left in them can
continue to spark, creating a serious safety hazard. Even small batteries can
ignite fires when compacted or exposed to heat.

What you should do:

Remove all batteries from any electronic device before disposal.

Bring batteries to any Fauquier County Recycling & Waste facility for safe
recycling.

Use clear tape on all battery terminals or connectors before dropping them off.

Taking these simple steps helps keep our facilities — and our community — safe
while ensuring batteries are recycled responsibly.
&% Recycle safely. Protect our community. @

Bug Zappers Spark!

Disposing of electronics  with
batteries still inside can make them

continue to spark.

# Fun Fact:
Not All Bugs Are Bad!
While bug zappers target
flying insects, it's
important to remember
that many bugs are
actually beneficial. Bees,
butterflies, and beetles
help pollinate plants, while
ladybugs and praying
mantises keep pest
populations under control
naturally.

# So before zapping, take
a moment to appreciate
the bugs that help keep
our environment healthy
and balanced!




CURRENT VACANCIES

Recycle Center Lead: Full-time (40 hours/week)
Site Attendant : Full-time (40 hours/week) Sites

Apply online at jobs.fauquiercounty.gov

For important announcements, Wasteline Newsletters, and information about county
recycling & disposal locations and programs, to include inclement weather
announcements, please use below QR code to sign up for electronic notifications (via
email and/or text messages).

When signing up on the eNotification page please follow instructions and select the
"Recycling and Disposal News" in the News Section.

Or, "Like" us on Facebook at "Fauquier County Environmental Services’

For up-to-date information on any inclement weather notices, please call the
department information line at (540) 422-8840 to hear the current closure
announcements.

https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/about-us/enotification

Before you head out with trash or recycling, double-check the hours—especially
around holidays. We don’t want anyone showing up just after closing!

I Google may show incorrect hours and often doesn'’t reflect holiday closures.
For the most accurate info and holiday updates, visit our official website.
https://www.fauquiercounty.gov

0] ( ( )  Fauquier County Environmental Services

Contact Us
Fauquier County Department of Environmental Services
6438 College Street Warrenton, VA 20187
(540) 422-8840 environmentalservicesdept@fauquiercounty.gov
Visit us on the web at www.fauquiercounty.gov to sign up for eNotifications via email.
During inclement weather, call the office prior to travel for any inclement weather 7
announcements.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088448422120
https://www.instagram.com/?next=%2F
https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/government/departments-h-z/human-resources/employment/job-openings#!/
https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/about-us/enotification
https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/government/departments-a-g/environmental-services

